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SUBJ: PRC NEWSMAN'S QUERY ON RESTON ARTICLE 

SUMMARY: PRC JOURNALIST HAS MADE QUERY TO U.S. CONGEN 
ABOUT SIGNIPICANCE OP RECENT RESTON ARTICLE ON U.S. - PRC 
RELATIONS. END SUMMARY. 

1. AT THE JAPANESE EMPEROR'S BIRTHDAY RECEPTION APRIL 26, 

SZTO KENG CHIEP NCNA CORRESPONDENT IN HONG KONG ASKED 
CONGEN OPPICER IF THE JAMES RESTON ARTICLE ON STATUS OP 
SINO-U.S. RELATIONS (CARRIED EA APRIL 19 PRESS SUMMARY- 
STATE 80714) WHICH HAD APPEARED SEVERAL DAYS EARLIER WAS 
BASED ON AN AUTHORITATIVE, HIGH-LEVEL BACKGROUNDER. CONGEN 
OPFICER REPLIED THAT HE HAD NO WAY OF KNOWING AND ASKED 
SZTO FOR HIS INTERPRETATION OF THE ARTICLE. SZTO SAID RESTON 
SEEMED TO BE SUGGESTING A "RETRENCHMENT ON CHINA". CONGEN 
OPFICER SAID THAT ON THE CONTRARY THE ARTICLE SEEMED TO HIM 
TO SAY THAT BASIC U.S. - CHINA RELATIONS WOULD NOT CHANGE. IN 
SUBSEQUENT LUNCHEON CONVERSATION WITH ANOTHER CONGEN 
OPFICER ON APRIL 29, SZTO AGAIN RAISED THE SUBJECT IN 

SAME TERMS AS BEPORE. 

2. SZTO IS MOST TALKATIVE OP LOCAL CADRE AND HE HAS 
MANY CONTACTS WITH WESTERN JOURNALISTS HERE. POSSIBLY 
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THEY PUT A BUG IN HIS EAR ABOUT RESTON ARTICLE. IN 
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RESPONSE TO EEELER EROM CONGEN OEEICER ABOUT THE STIMULUS 
EOR HIS INTEREST IN THE ARTICLE, SZTO SAID IT WAS HIS OWN 
IDEA BUT ADDED THAT PEKING UNDOUBTEDLY WAS ALSO INTERESTED. 
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